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2. LOCATION ' 12, CONCLUSIONS 


QO Wos Boil 
sl Sioux City, Iowa ee o Probably Bolloon 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4 TYPE OF OBSERVATION poy O Possibly Balloon 
Local - © Ground- Vi suot © Ground-Rodar - Bschole hicaress 
cut_Not reported & Air- Vi suoi D Air-Intercopt Radar | Possibly Aircraft 
3. PHOTOS ~ 16 SOURCE OQ Wes Astronomical 
O Yes Airline Pilots Q Probobly Astronomical 
BNo Multiple Tower operators O ‘Possibly Astronomical 
7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION @. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Cy eae 
D Insufficient Dota for Evaluation 
Uy, min one Varied © Unknown 


10, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ms 
OMe AZ ef Peer brve ot Etre 


48 pf. * 
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Valuated as B-36 a/c 
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rea 2 amc /conpro{ ciate © ants | 
PROM JL ROHN MCIAXAW1A TI CBS SAT | 
10 L/C WILLIS cB “4 
ALN Far v depo 
AN INFORMATION COPY OF TT NO. 13 OSI SARA ob te 
27 DATED 22 JAN 51 FROM HQ 13 DISTRICT gid Sal 


JEPCR/DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS, 
Oo uSaF, HAS BEEN RECEIVED. THE CONTENT OF A ~ 
(MZ TELETYPS 15 QUOTED IN ITS ENTIRETY: get ru- : 
"SPOT REPORT DETAILS UNCONVENTIONAL 
ALRCRAFT REPORTED BY CONTROL TOWER SIOUX CITY 
}UNICIPAL AIR PORT, IOWA, AT 2020 HOURS 
(ST 20 JANUARY 1931, » TOWER 
CONTROLLER, AND } 
‘SSISTANT TOWER CONTROLLER, REPORTED FIRST 
3ATING AT ABOVE Time AT VARYING ALTITUDES 
STINATED- AT FROM- 2090-TO-3000-FEET.- OBSERVATLON- 
‘3 VISUAL AND WITH FIELD GLASSES, 
{ANESUVERS VARIED FROM HOVERING POSITION 
ABOUT 2000 FEET TO RAPID ACCELERATION 
ALTITUDE OF ABOUT 3000 FEET, 
1} RAPLD DESCENT To FLY LOOSE FORMATION 
With 9 (FLIGHT NUMBER), MID-CONTINENT 
ALRLINES, WHICH HAD JUST TAKIN OFF FROM 
ALRPORT, OBJECT REMAINED IN VICINITY 
/PPROKIMATELY FOURTEEN MINUTES AND 
D(SAPPEARED FLYING COURSE NORTHWEST 
PIRECTLY UNDERNEATH COMMERCIAL PLANE. 
SHAPE AND SIZE COULD (NOT) BE_NOTED 5Y 
CaNTROL TOvER PERSONNE SUF APSE ICE 
i PARY ALRPL ANS .<— 
=e ATHER CONDITIONS WERE CLEAR, 


Dee Tai nine tae RELIABLE WI eS = 
1 =PORF OF INCIDENT MADE BY 
CHIZY TOWER CONTROLLER, _ SLOUX CITY, —t9— 


DENVER FLIGHT SERVICE (FROWTRANSMISSION To 
CONAS, MITCHEL AFB, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, 
SASHINGTON, AND COMMANDING GENERAL, 
iEAREST MILITARY DISTRICT, 
PILOT, AND 
cOPILOT, FLIGHT NINE, STATE TIME OBJECT 
SERVED BY THEM AS 2025 HOURS CST IN 
IGHT MOONLIGHT, WHMM NOTED LIGHT 
TYEEN RED AND ORANGE IN COLOR AT ESTIMATED 
STANCE OF FOUR WILES AT ABOUT 3900 FEE 
TUDE. IN COORDINATION WITH TOWER . | 
PERATOR, QM CIRCLED TO LEFT IN | 
“SSTERLY DIRECTION AND OBJECT ALSO CIRCLE 2D, 
PATUTAINING DISTANCE AND WEEPING ABREAST OR 
ZHEAD OF-ALRPLANE- IN-WIDE- ARS.~ AIRPLANE - } 
CONTINUED CIRCLING To SOUTH AND THEN EAST AND, | 
S IT APPROACHED EASTERLY BEARING, OBJECT BLINKED 
LiGHTS SIMILAR TO RUWING LIGHTS: © BUT | 
LINKING APPEARED 7 MANUALLY CONTROLLED, 
AS OBJECT REACHED A POINT DUE EAST OF AIRPLANE, | 
A BRIGHT LIGHT SIMILAR TO LANDING LIGHT : 
VAS VISIBLE FOR A SHORT TIM. AINFINNE ¢ \ 


Ci, OFFUTT AFB, NEBRASKA, OMAHA, TO 
| 


UNCLASSIFIED 


ca 
4 
SS Sighting of Unconventional Aircraft, Sloux Clty, Iova 

rena NCIAKAjLa 23 Jaa 51 x 


1, Reference is made to teletype no, 13 OSE 27, cated 22 Jaa 51, from Offutt Ava, 
Chana, Med, giving spot ceteils of subjact cighting. ages 


2. The subject sighting can be classed a3 confirmed information stace to Tower 
Contcollers firat observed the object ot 8:20 1a the evening and the pilot ond vopllot 
og ths coumerctal transport observed the object at 6:26, Also, a "ghakeeote" maneuver 
pevZorved by the transport airplane waa stated to be “in coordination with tover 
opesn tors,” 


3. The general trend of the reported sighting 1s slatles to previ 
which reported Lishts et night. However, the teletype states thas the 
comlitiona were clear" end that the cbservations were made "In bright wooaligns," 

“he pilot of the transport airplane then continues to give a fairly detalled description 
of tke ovject as being definitely atr re aaa with an unusual eoagt Surat Lon, large 
size, acd evoveenormal performance obility oe oy 7 Teage of é RP 4 

— Aa, SF ant - 
4. On the basis of the mhova analysis, the_cbiect avsears to. ‘have Deer an nine 
ET tt ha dasertption of which does not agree with any known types. The agtall of 
description and the reported credt “ee $d of the witnesses do not indicate that 
report could de casily diseredliod, 


“3 sichtings 
sather 


1 
¢ 


5. ‘The expected! inal conclusions nace difficult to state at this tire, urther 
revelations «alght be brought out by a check of alreraft in the vicinity or by a cheek 
oe? the "roted Licht between red and orange in color", or vy the additional data being 
forwsstad, The mention of "lights stuilar to running. lights” being blinked as though 
manually t¢ems to Indicate a Pricndly p eiecrart and the “bright Light siailar to 
lending Light” vould seen to verify this. : 

6. Action has been token to have the OSI-5D forward the edditional data as svon 
ao received. A telecon is belng sent to (OR Informing tuen of the sighting and 
nequesting If they have any additional information. It 1s consldered that ro odditional 
ection should be taken on the subject sightiag untll the additional data Is received 
from GST. 


7. “he responsibilities of the Alr Defense Comzand in connection with visita- 
tions of this kind should be nore firuly cstadlished than currently sppeass to be 
the case, 


KEN? PARROT TiR/ens 
Lt Colonel, USA? 65-5376 
Chist, Aircraft % Propulsion Sec P DeLL 
Wechnical Analysis Division 3 2559 


Totelligence Department 


a es 


UNCLASSIFIED, /o 


CONTINUED CIRCLING TO NORTH AND OBJECT MADE 
SUDDEN SHORT TURN OF NINETY DEGREES AND 
DESCENDED TOWARD AIRPLANE AT HIGH SPEED, 
CROSSING IN FRONT AND ABOVE AIRPLANE. 
OBJECT THEN TOOK POSITION APPROXEMATELY THO 
WUNDRED FEET OFF LEFT SIDE OF AIRPLANE AND 
SLIGHTLY AFT AS IN A LOOSE FORMATION, 
O3JECT REMAINED IN THIS POSITION FOR TWO i 
TO THREE SECONDS THEN DISAPPEARED BELOW 
AIRPLANE AND GAS NOT SEEN AGAIN, OBJECT 
PESCRIBED BY MAMI AT THE TIME IT : 
fSSUMED POSITION AS FROM EQUAL TO ONE AND { _ Sa 
CNE“HALF TIMES THE SIZE OF B-29 AIRPLANE. At, 3 ae 
FUSELAGE APPEARED CIGAR SHAPED AND WING BS 

WAS LONG AND SLENDER, WELL FORWARD AND 

SPRAIGHT ACROSS, LOOKING LIKE A FLATTENED 
WING WAS FROM MIDDLE TO HIGH ON FUSELAGE, 
SNGINE NACELLES VISIBLE AND WING APPEARED 
#S A GLIDER WING, NO LIGHT WERE NOTED ON 
C3JECT AT THIS TIME AND NO ForMS OF OTHER 

OBJECT COULD BE NOTED, NO RUDDERS OR 

STABILIZERS WERE SEEN ON OBJECT WHICH APPEARED ALWAYS 
UNDER PERFECT CONTROL, MOVING AT ‘ILL 

fg SPSEDS VARYING FROM HIGH RATE TO CLIMBING 

SPEED OF AIRPLANE, 120 MILES PER HOUR. 
OBJECT-DED-NOT-FLUTTER -OR- OSCILLATES. AND- 

VAINTAINED STABLE POSITION AT ALL TIMES 

OBSERVED AND WAS ABLE TO MANEUVER WITH GREAT EASE, 
FEPORTEDLY TURNING, SLOWING DOWN, SPEEDING UP, IN 

A MANNER NEVER BEFORE QBSERVED BY 

EX-NAY PILOT. BOTH AND 

CONSIDERED RELIABLE WITNESSES, DISTRICT 

COMMANDER, 13TH DISTRICT OSI AND S/A 

SAME DISTRICT, WERE PASSENGERS oF 


IGHT 9, U1D-C NT AIR-LINES, AT 

TUIS TIME, S/A SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF 
FROM SIOUX CITY, NOTED WHAT HE BELIEVED ‘ 
WERE RUNNING LIGHTS OF ANOTHER AIRPLANE 
TO HEAR LEFT OF FLIGHT 9, NOYTHING UNUSUAL 

NOTED BY DISTRICT COMMANDER OR OTHER PASSENGERS, 


DATA REQUIRED BY ASCSI LETTER NO. &5 | ovat 
TESING O8TAINED AND WILL BE FORWARDED DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; | 


EARLIEST," DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, 
ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO OBTAIN THE , DOD DIR 5200.10 
ADDITIONAL DATA BEING FORWARDED BY OST, 
HAVE YOU ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, a 
eS q S/IS— AA FOS 
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ROUTING AND kee “RD SHEET pneridaAt YATERIEL COMMAND 


Uns thle fom fog Intatin crreepentnee wi soagpior pi + to ite ¥ Initiate of dictator 1 
sate Seer earte st © oe Renee cles oak “at tea 


Number all comments consecatively, Rote warning signal at lower left of form. 
emalnin for 
Use entire width of sheet, both skies, Proper nibelag ot Dy peeeition: SRN SE RAR > c+ leparata comments by horizontal lines werns pare. 


susect Sighting of Aerial Phenomena TSS 


to 5D-OSI Rom =NCTANA-la dave, 23 Jan 51. COMMENTNO. ] 


1. Reference is made to the telephone conversation between Lt Col J F O'Connell, 
5D-OSI (50200), and Mr. J L Rohn, MUIAXA-1la (65376) on 23 January 1951, subject as 
above, 


2. ‘he following is in confirmation of the statements and the request made by Mr. 
Rohnin the reference conversation. This office has received an information copy of 
teletype no. 13 OSI 27, dated 22 Jan 51, from Headquarters 13th District OSI, Offutt 
A¥B, Omaha, Nebraska, to JEPCR/Director of Special Investigations, Headquarters USAR, 
Washington, D. C. This teletype contained a four-page spot report detcils of an un- 
conventional aircraft sighted at Sioux City, Iowa, and concluded with the statement 
that "data required by ASCSI Letter No. 85 being obtained and will be forwarded 
earliest." 


3. It is requested that a copy of the data being forwarded be obtained and be 
hand-cerried to this office as soon as possible. 


KEweoss W. FETLIM OA es orale 


Colonel, USAF 6-5376 
Chief, Technical Analysis Div P D-11 
Tnteliizence Department B 2630 


MCTAXA-la 
Request this office be furnished a copy of cited TV. 


JAMES F. X. O'CONNELL 
Colonel, USAF 
District Commander 
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HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET 


24-135 


SUBJECT: (Unclassified) Unconventional Aircraft, Sioux City, Iowa 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 


Directorate of Intelligence pate 8 F£3 1831 
AtTN: Lt, Col. Willis 
COMMENT NO. 1 
Counter Intelligence Division, Directorate of Special Maj. Yetwiler/amd/71776 
Investigations, The Inspector General APCSI-6 


Herewith for your information and any action deemed necessary is copy of 
Spot Intelligence Report, 13th District, dated 1 Bybrupry 1951, sudject as 
above. »Y N 2 


1 Incl: GILBERT R, LBVY Gy 
Cy of Spot Intel Rpt ActgChiet, Counter Intel Div 
ata 1 Ved 51 w/9 incls. Dir, of Special Investigations 
The Inspector General 
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WALL Se cangelled in accordance 
>ar 26 9, ASR 205-1. 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YSAR INTE ‘ 
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ee enna 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


cover, 
wl thoy 


‘sd Caatese 3 
223 to JOU Yess, as 
rodlo touvsrs ot 


st ma oubionted alt 
: Aiutomwe of 40 3g nhies, alucet « 
Sta C : eSia. Thain Light vee v. 
hich intensity fcr 
tempted to vylew ta at tirough Tela 
© Aistingucaa any pty 
Snsinens ? elise List. y: 
Sv haek 


ioe u 
1160 catinent 


Wha control 
tal sigating yoatiten tos c 


olea vory eee : 
louwtlotige of aay 2 
eres. She tower 5 paried. the Ca won that thore ware noms that thoy 
had boon sivised of. Plight ,9 continued in a turning atiicus cal 
cllubiag. ‘hen sorvoxivately Bouta of the tteuk, the Captain of 
Yiight |9 reported that the colect vas fing a mation 
with hia chip. At this pesliicn th mw lose + Lhe ch 
dee lo on oLeroemey datos appa cag With o Css 


zr rary tom the ¢ ss a 
his tail. Tho tower eew * 
torces tie Et ion bard peleaks reualaiang 
‘lola at an Live of 2000 
wlise ewsye arted a right 


DOWNGRADED AT 38 Y 
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LOD DIR 6200.10 


sty DECLAS 


at pp a SEE 
\ UNCLASSIFIED \ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ee 
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR sae i “ 
WASHINGTON 4 | 


INSPECTOR GENERAL USAF 
13TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 
Offutt Air Fores ries Omaha, Nebraska 


TURE: TON VENELOMAs-APRORAT 
Sloux City, icva 


SIMOIAL LUE 


os Directar cf Special Invesatications 
Hoetiquertera UsaAyr 
* Vasaington 25, De Cc. 


1. SENCPSis: Reference is wets to UWX 13 Oot 27, dated 21 Jenury 
1Gjl, concerning unooaventiawl eircraft gichted over Mynicipal Airport, 
Sioux Clty, Iowa, Jaminry Ul, by Controller ond Assistent Controller 
oY the alrpart control tcwer, Who rdvined pilot of i.Ad-CGontiacat Airlin 
Flight ,9 which vos teking orf at the tim. Object cheerved by pilct 
coepalot of Piishs 79 ualer cemliltions of bright romiignt ond excellent 
violbility gor a yertod of npurexiontely fourteoa Qs) iimttes, onpeared 
to be pize of D-2 or larcor, without wider or stabiiizer vith wing well 
forward vith a straight lording ede, ani having no ¥ vieiole imens of pro- 
pulsion. 
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a. This inquiry mde upon instruetionsa received dren ¢ Le. 
tateriot ( Sap 5% Gol District (15), U 
yessencser on bidwc 


nidipal Adrpovt, Siow City, oun, 


contacted by J. a} hi, 
wiiclpal / sizpart, Sic 
+ Le Wee SolLiwWing 
of 3 thei on daent Airline ili 

pms, Slouxs City, Lowa, ot: 
Yo repart. 


{ hours, rv mivised ihnas he hed ocrelning 


- 15 DOWNGRADED AT 8 YEAR INTERVALS; 
UNCLASSIFIED; _ DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS, 
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4st Cousenier, 15th Col wet (xi 
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On 20 Tuamery bool, . 
ater Ccatr: 
a, bo tha 


My Uational Guard, Clcws City juniclpel Alepert, 1 
in accordance wits CA 


CAA dirsctires in reser 
CLL ows = 


¢ dant. title of inis remlation is us 


DOTRICID, COMMUNICATION 

SOIT from ALRCRAT. (0 
Chiefs of staf, Joiat Cotalosias 
D. Coy puolianed cx dated Sonterber LH0. Ropers | 
3, COUAG, Jiittehell AlB, Soo NE? 'sshington, 2 tas 
District. this reper transmitted to benver Plight Service by 
' Yor transmission to af=renentioned devertmnta. 
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ay Vere intervyicw 


oct Was Pitsy 
sention had dc 
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scribed os | 
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to the cbjset by + 
20 Jmnuary 1951. 
oh cid creme, ¥ 


altitude cf : 


there Waa caly a Lt 
Listance osvinay 
JOC) Seut Iran tie prourd. } 

DOWNGRADED AT 
"AOC DECLASSIVIED 2 


wie ie See bon Din 


were: Uoerdad at Vatertowa, South 
svat Dakotas ead —_— 
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BASIC; Ltr to Ha OST, 1 Yod SL, Pile 2h-0, sudjocts; “WwW 
AICRAMT, Giovx City, Lowa". 


CCIM ALICIAL 


tie river (titasourd ) end erxe to a hording of 


bimowS cast, thea 


turning to the left, and when elsoat ont cf the turn (to on ap- | 
heading cf SV) the ¢ mutate doperted Sroa iva hover log 
position, East of the fleld, em o% © high rnte ot spood. Zt 


peased Glirectly iwaler fF 
of tha altitude of Ging UW and pesaed cus of view 
et epproxinately 2054 ¢ d z iehtings of un- 
i.ontLfied objects not rade. Ab epproxinmtely 205u how's aa 
nivplane cf the Dusecheraft type crrived ut ths station and 
lawied, closing filght plan from finnapolis. ir. NAY 


as opyrouizately om-halr (3) 


se 


Roodiled this operation, om stated that be ted ms Windse of 
. tha Feechoraft om the object, end could Locate thew in dlit’- 


ferent positions in thiy ovea nt the save camatteistas soon 
fa the Dewcheraft vos in tia the opjoct 
Wea paseiag ont of sight to the iW. 


@. Weather cbservaticn report for the Sioux City Municigol 
at izport, Sioux City, Icwa, Was cbteined fren the Yeather Durer Stallic 
thy Municipal Airpert, Slow: Clty, icva, at agyroxinately <100 } ws 
Lepy, 1b miles visibillty, toumersture plus 7 decrees, duv polat nis 
wind northwest J niles per hom, eltiroter sotting 30.55. Cheorve lon. 
pale 2% 20350 howra (C73). Winds eloft, observation sede at 205 hears, 
29 Jenuery 1Jo1, is as foU.cis; ‘ 


Altitude Diractica 
on a 
eae 33 
~~ od 
4000 559 
2008 350 
6900 559 
7ooo 520 2 
£200 309 22 
9000 510 R35 


(Mote: AltLltudes Listed sbove are corrected to com ivvel) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


Ltr to fq OSL, 1 Feb 51, filo 240, subject: ‘UtcoluveHIONAL 
AIRCRAFT, Sioux City, Iows". 


| Snclosuras 
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continued; - 


Shotcatatic cy of sketch prepured by DACHKEMR ehowing 
Tlighs of object. 

Fhotoatatic cy of sketch chewing flight ef objoot in 
rolation to nap of crea. 

Photostatie cy of 
Photestatis cy of item from Sioux City Jcurnal-Iribune, 
22 Jan 5l. 

Photostatioc cy of item from Kansans City Star, 22 Jaa 51. 
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VASIC: Lie to fg Gal, 1 Fob DL, f2lw 24-0, sudject: “wWiCouy: 
* pBtcRaye, Sloux City, Lowa”. 


uesterly Qirestica nt on emglos of Wb degrees from the hovison. 
4&3 theic Stage left the prounl, esl in cocedination with the tower 
operator, they circled to thetr left cr tan wost to south dinection 
ol the oboct eixoned with thom % Lous jlles tml 


wlth ea epsertti: pood of a jot, keeping clevuat ce ebesd of pardon tt 
nt a wiaer er Their plan os the tle was traveling 5 
tiles por hour, An their plave continued civeltug towerd oa 
dissection, the ovject blinked Lights which up peared Lliry nor 

Aigate ca e plane dub the blinkiag appeared «3 1! 14 Were renvally con- 
+ 

w 


* 


mae Vhon the cbjsct reached a point due ovst of the plan waicy - 
ing then he headed, exst, thers appeeted « single tris t 
pret as Light which was visabla only © shut tins, « 
(7a civreling toward tha north tho gojuct myuddenly ra : 
tusn onl doncenied 2t thes, crosaing in front cul ebove their plens, nod 
took up a position ou thoir left az vaxinatoly 200 7 
in the voue directioa ani at the crue ayusd. Tho 

position approximately tuo or tires netcads endl 
thols plane end waa act sven ogaln. 
Vined that tho object wes foLle 3 just below tis, bu 
peneuver their plane co ag to obaervs the objyct npata, 
efter continued theic schaluied Plight to Gousha, Vebrssia. T 


bjsct rouainad in 
then dlseopearsd Lo 


VON 


ae 


ae 2d~ | 
{ 


 tetal t 
of obuervation of thy object ves usticated to be cboub for mlautes. 
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1. Whon the oojoct rade lie Cescent ca thelr plomw acl 4 

%cok its position ca theis lort, iv. VISES stated 16 © oresred. to Be 2s: ' 
levge og a 3-2) to one onl cns-balf the oice cf nm Ge2y. sho tus i 
poersd to be cisar shaped onl the wing vea leas ard slecder, } 
forvard on the foselese, cod the cde Wes oiraighnt ocrosa oma onvs Ube ! 
appearance of o cigar that had been Yinttenad. She wing wes daseribed as { 
taunted Iria uld to high cu tas fuselace, ond there vere no cline neceil 23} 
Visabla. ‘he wing had the appearence of on glider ving. Lio lichts vere \ 
{ 


viaibla vaen She object ae nlong sida thelr ship, ead no Sorms ar objects 
coulda bo seen. fn the chjent. ia. VIEIGR stated he did not observa aay 
rudder cy stabilizers on thy voer of the cbjoct'’s Susaleye. 


m. AlL duriag the cbuervation of tho object the veather 


confiticas Wore described os a clory mocnlight ulcht. - _— 
n. by 


YIVALM stabed ha cbavrrel me evidence of 


could not deternioe the object's noana of ivopulelca; 


than the cugines of thetr om plone; and received no interfurence on their 
yeallo at any tive While talicdoy with the tower even when the chjuct ves la 


. 


their iuaeilate vicinity. 


o. Ba. VIGER etated the cbluct saperared to 
waler porzeet control ami novel nv WLLL, verying in gem Lon 
&cwn to the clinding speed of plang whica wea 120 LY. 
Gia not flutter or oscillate, onal 23 mlstained a stable 
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20 Janwary 1 at 2925 houra, I was pllobing a iit 
wtroraft and yas teking off fu a nor 
Tawa A&z Lge Epes ay wena igre Casi"hlot, vhan o 
Yaad called % the control an o> act ta tha 
usay o? tha “Plal i. ‘the object ot Tirss appeared So ba datween & red oF 
an ovanga Livht and I would estinate that it wes ately 4 mlles 
sway ab an altitmle of aporoxtmately 8,000 feat, at darres anrla, 


wast dfrecsion at the 


he our plane left the ground, and at tha raqvest 

Q>arator, wo asbarted ya clind aat circled in” com she wise direc 

w aneed during tha clia tataly 129 miles ner hour. The ot 
yaa moving in a wider arc around us going in the saaa direction. the 
roi t reuched a opin’ southeast of onr cleans, 1% blinked ote lichta which 
vad Like norwl reaniag lita oa a pla 
1° $t vere manvally confrolet. Whan the o 
the Mire tion thet our olsna was he 
lisht sinilar to a Lanting Licht which was visibis only @ short 
our plane vegan clreling toward the north, the ob) 
90 éexzree turn sad desanied tovard our “lane 
over and tn front of our clene. ‘he next thing 
our left, traveling in the saues Airection, about 
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Tua object revained 


bel 


the contra) t: 


> wos annrox 


but the blintin: anoenred us 
reachad & & 


tad, there nooenrad 


rad 


the same apsed. 


au9 or three seemda and tasa elisavoeared a9 TO 
again, The tower advised th he object was following Just below + 
t5 wa could no$ monenvor our plane so aa to obeerva it 
on onr scheduled flight to Cnaha. 


Zhe object arpeared to be as Large an a 3-29 bo ona 
the size of a Ret}, The fuselage appeared to ba cf and 
was long and slender, mounted wall forvard on the fupols yo end the e 
straight across, fhe wing was monnted from 2 to high on the ?nsale 
lon’ad like a slider wiaz. There were no nacellos visivle, I did not 
obaerve any ruddara or etabilisers on the object. I observed na evilenca 
of aay exhaust; could not determing its means of propulsion; ard no noises 
other than our own planes engines; and recelved no laterference on our radlo. 


The obsect anveared to alveys ba under perfect conteol, end moved at 
will, verving in enaed frou very high speed down to the eli fbing sseed of 
our vlan, 
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a 13 to invasGioate, a took 


ant inmeliately snot’ w objact west of the field 25 an 
ef 8000 ani abont three miles distant. The object?» path 
arc from a position wert of the f thronsh sovth and bo < 
the field, Wa took of 4 made a tum inside t? 


uatil ha was directly aticad of ns on an easterly heading 

altitude of S000" and ahont two miles 2h 

clixnding ot an indleeted alrsapesd of ao 

Just before getting hin in a position ahead of us 
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AAroort Traffic Sontroller ware om duty at the St 
SONeE at Sione City Mmiciml Airoort, Sergsant Zluff, Tova tvom 16003 te 508 
Jamary 20, 1951 and obsarved H 


4 followt: 


At anvvroxicately 20208 a bright Lignt vas observed 
first noticed the Uieht anveared to be wroroxim-atety 
ng of spnroxinatel the tover 
nppsared to ba stationery and of extre 
ntaa, then gradually begun to fare, At 
t Nine wae sivan taxi instructions for tale 
lisht the tover had fn sight. ‘The pilot was w 
fated to a aulh glow and wea climbing rantdly fn: 
s ht or nine thoneand fast ant a distance 
yosared to benome stationery ayain southyeat ‘ 
Plight Wine took off northwest at 20°79 ead made 
as te tha 11 Within 2 fow secon 
the object. pilot than turnad to a 
Odject arneared to be a very 
Gay Jet aircraft in the viectr 
jet aircraft in tha victatty of thea airoort. At 
called the tover and advised he was low on fuel ¢ 
at Sloux City, The Gesona » 
Also, at avproxinate 
y lunding instructions and ; 
Airlines Plight Tine advised the obj wag flying a 
Continent Airlines Plisht Nine was at an approxtcate 
northesat heading abovt one mile -southeast 
towar had the object in sight. The object 
Vid-Gontinent Airlines #21 
over the tower, sdvising at the name tine the 
At anovoxinately 20516 the object was observed following Hid-CGontinens 
Airlioes Flight Mina Just before Piicnt dine towele 2 pilot thes 
too un a northeast headiag asked for the position of the otseots 2 tower 
edvisea the object wae in sight about a mile and a helt due east of the tovar 1b an 
astinated altitude of 2,000 to 3,500 feat above the ground arently in a stationery 
nosition, The object then besten to move ab a hich rate of anced in a northvesterly 
direction. The oilot of Flicht Nine again ask the »noaltion of the object and the 
Cirection it was traveling. The tower adyiaed that the abjact was annroxt 
vay hetwean Mid-Continent Airline Flicht IMnele alti ground and 
very rivldly in a aorthverterly direction, MNld=Cont ines 
nroceedad on conrse to Omaha, Nebraska at aoproximataly 20530, 
sichted fron the tower at Pose 
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‘Over Sioux City; It Does. 


(Strange Aircraft ; 
Sighted In Sky 
By Two Flyers 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan. 22.— 
{UP)—An airline pilot said today 
“ saw @ strange, monster aire 
craft in a moonlit Iowa sky above: 
Towa, and described it, 

means of 


h 


Sioux City, 
as having no visible 
Propulsion, 


“I'd say it was as large or half-| 


again as large as a B-29," pilot 
Harry W. Vinther, 32, Kansas 
City, Kan., said. “It dia things 
airplanes simply aren't supposed 
to do.” 

The mystery plane was observed 
also by Vinther’s first officer, 
James F, Bachmeier, also of Kan- 
ses City, Kan., shortly after take-| 
off in a Mid-Continent Airlines| 

1 DC-3 Saturday night. 
1 Vinther said the plane had a 
3/ Straight wing “and no tail assem- 
+\bly to speak of.” 
Bachmeier said the aircraft was 
{ “shaped like a cigar and its wing| 
like a flattened cigar.” 
| But it was a head-on pass and 
|a maneuver which immediately] 
followed that most astonished! 
both Vinther and Bachmeier, 
Vinther said the Plane ap- 
Proached his DC-3 passenger 
Plone, and then, “just after [ 
had turned my head to watch him; 
pass, there he was again flying 
sume 200 feet by our side—and 
soing In the same direction asf 
j’e were.” | 
| “You can’t turn ordinary airs 
‘planes that fast,” he said. 


ae 


“|Airline Flier Describes 

Amazing Performance 
by Huge Ship — 

|] Xensas City. — )— A veteran 


| Jairline pilot Sunday night told of 
seeing a strange aircraft Saturday 


e 


alight that did something “you just 


can’t do with sirplanes today.” 

Larry W. Vinther of Kan- 
sas City, Did-Continent alr- 
Ine pitot who has been flying 
11 years and has been with 
Mid-Continent seven years, 
sald the Incident occurred 
ever Sioux City, 

He destribed the stranre 
Plane aa about “one and a ball 
fimes the size of a B-29, with 
@ long, slender fuselage, long 

straight wings set farther for- 
| ward tham a I}-20s,"" 

“There were no engine mount- 
ings on the wings and I saw 
exhaust glow,” Vinther said. “Th 
wings were Straight, not sw 
back like on the B-47 and other jet! 
boypbers, and there were no jet 
polls visible.” 

inther said the craft was seen 

bythis copilot, James F. Bachmeier 
of Kansas City and one of the 11 
| Passengers aboard, 

“As I was getting tower clear- 
ance to take off from the Sioux 
City field at 8:26 o'clock,” Vinther 
said, “the tower asked us to check 
on the strange lght in the sky,” 

“We spotted the light and . 
climbed in that direction, We 
saw the plane had some sort 
of nayvigafion lights, In ad- 
dition to a strong white Ieht 
vnderneath the fuspage, The 

Ugbts all blinked off and on 
|. tive or six tlmes 3 we drew 

nearer.” 

Vinther said his DC-3 was do- 
ing 120 miles an hour and the 
other craft was going faster than 
that in the opposite direction. 

“I had just turned my head 
from watching him go past our 
wing when there he was again, 
flying right beside us about 200), 
feet to our Icft, roing in the same 
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DC-3 Saturday night. 
Viniher said the Plane had a 
straight wing “and no tail assern-| 
bly to speak of.” 
chmeier said the aircraft was! 


ye Vance 
inent Airlines 


wings Were Straight, not ewe; 
back like on the B-47 and other jet 
bor bers, and there were no jet 
potls visible.” : 


Vfinther said the craft was seen 
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“shaped like a cigar and its wing} |bythis copilot, James ¥. Bachmeier : 
ike @ flattened cigar.” “| lof Kansas City and one of the 11 t: 
But it was a head-on pass and| |passengers aboard, na 
erp Which immediately “As I was getting tower clear- fi 
sath oe that most astonished to take off 
1 Vinther and Bachmeier, ps NP Aha Rel cs 
Vinther said the plane ap-| |City field at 8:26 o'clock,” Vinther 
Lpeendue Bat DC-3 passenger, |Said, “the tower asked us to check * 
bh en, “just after I) Jon the strange light Jn the sky.” 
had turned my head to wate a 
pass, there he was Pa Bt haps ha Mest lng E: 


climbed in that direction. We 
saw the plane hed some sort 
of navigation lrhts, In ad- 
dition to a strong white light /] 


some 200 feet by our side—and) 
goipg in the same direction as! 
we were.” 


“You can't turn ordinary air- 


bcifisat 
Sri2are 


Ut 
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Planes that fast,” he said. 
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-LASSIFIED 


underneath the fuseace, The 
lights all blinked off and on 
five or six times as we drew 
nearer.” 


Vinther said his DC-3 was do- 


that in the opposite direction. 
“I had just turned my head 
from watching him go past our 


“wing when there he was again, 


Nlying right beside ws sbout 200 
feet to our left, going in the same 
direction ~we were,” tm said. 


mystified him because “you 

just can’t tern un airplane 

around that fast at that 
speed.” 

The strange plane flew slong- 
side about four seconds then 
eased off below the DC-3 “and 
we lost him,” the pilot said. 

Vinther’s flight stayed over- 
night at Omaha. He said he 
checked the airbase at Offutt field 
there and learncd there were no 
airforce jet planes scheduled in 
that area, 

Attempts to learn further details 
concerning the strange aircraft re- 
Ported over Sioux City were un- 
availing here Sunday night. A 
Mid-Continent airlines official said) 
that as far as he knew no one}! 
at the municipal eirport at Ser-|i 
geant Bluff had seen the aircraft.!! 

Other sources, however, declined]: 
comment. 
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Startling Performance ~ 
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of Strange Plane Over back like on the THIET other jet 


bombers, and there were no jet 


City Related by Fliers  etacher anid tia. etal wn eobi 


by his copilot, James F. Bachmeier! 
5 7 - of Kansas City and one of the 11! 
Airline Pilot, Air passengers aboard, 


rf impressed by the bright light on “As I was getting tower clear- 
Guard Captain Tell ine tail. of Nee ‘sone tthe ance Ke take off from the Sioux 
of Amazing Speed strange plane and its speed. ity field at 8:26 o'clock.” Vinther 


said, “the tower asked us to check 
“It had more speed than any-lon the strange light in the sky.” 
thing I ever saw before,” Capt. “We spotted the Licht and 
Baugh said Monday at Vermil- climbed in that direction. We 
lion, S. D., where he is a senior sgw the plane had some sort 
in journalism at the University 


of navigation lishts, in ad- 
of South Dakota, His home is here dition to a strong white light 
\Saturday night that did something at 2300 Douglas street. underneath the fuseage. The | 


~ Chase Fails Nights all blinked off and on | 
“you ogy ee ot Capt. Baugh, who at the time five or six times as we drew 
of today. ; is vesed itn once\W2S UP in a TC-3, said that he nearer.” 
ion Le site bi tion, then in|ettempted to chase the mysteri- Vinther said his DC-3 was do- 
in the Sppe Sle psi time ensed{ous Plane, but it circled and out-ing 120 miles an hour and the 
an unbelieval iy in the polls ‘di- climbed him. He lost it as it dis- other craft was going faster than 
him, again going appeared to the northwest. that in the opposite direction. 
rec}jon. Capt. Baugh said that the night “f had just turned my head 
Monday Capt, Richard |o¢ jis experience was So dark thatfrom watching him go past our 
whugh of the 174th fighter [h. could not describe the plajefwing when there he wis again 
uadron, i the ra meee other than its bright light a)d flying right beside us about 200 
guard, josed ; 


speed. eet to our left, going in the same 
similar experience » month |" "Keith Armold, Sioux managpr 


nec Neg bela Sages 
Or 50 AZO. Inther said at's what 
. Capt. Baugh, like Vinther, was' PLANE on Page 5 mystified him beeause “you 
Just can't turn an airplane 
around that fast at that 
ane speed.” ~ 
The strange plane flew along- 
Continued from Page One side about four seconds then 
: - leased off below the DG-3 “and | 
sf of Mid-Continent airlines, Vin-| we lost him,” the pilot said. | 
ther's employer, sald that he had) Vimther's flight stayed over- 
been unable to lear. any more) yizht at Omaha. He said he 
details, However, he said that) checked the airbase at Offutt field 
‘ James Yanney, 1100 §S. Glass there and learned there were no 
\ street, had notified him of seeing| airforce jet planes scheduled in 
/ \ a plane with particularly bright) that area, ““—=-5 


) lights at the same time as Vin- Soa! x 
} ther. 
Gives Description 
\ Vinther has been flying 17) 
Ms years, seven with Mid-Continent. 
The Associated Press said that 
Vinther described the plane as, 
about ‘one and a@ half times the} 
size of a B-29, with a long, sien-! 
\ cr SIFIED der mrtg long cat pean wings 
{ 5 cet farther forwar an a 
UNCLASSIFIE wet fa | 
“There were no engine mount- 
— ings on the wings and I saw no 
ts exhaust glow, Linther said, “The 


iwings were Straight, not swept 
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>Sioux City by Kansas City Pilot! 
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Poets Which: Cannot Be Performed by the Airplanes of 
,. Jaday, Were Executed by the Mysterious, Shipy, pect 
0 Pb eee Faery Vin ay, hn Ae males 


: , 
nh} = VETERAN alr line pilot}to check on the strange light inj! 
. - last night toid of seeing #|\the sky. > . 
\ strange aircraitSaturday| ‘'We spotted the light and|* 
com night that did something/climbed in that direction, We H 
-\“you just can't do with airplanes!saw (he plane had some sort of 
That today.” > navigation lights, in addition to a ‘ 
«| -Larry. W..Vinther, 6028 Buena! strong white lizht ~nderneath}} 
Vista, Jotnson , County, -Mid-|the fuselage. The lights all 4 
‘.|Continent Airline pilot Who has!blinked off and on five or six H 
e|been flying seventeen years and'times a3 we drew nearer.” 
t kere cee ea a Continent! . Other Craft Traveling Fast. 
piseven. years, 6 3 Vinther said-his DC-3 was do-!} 
j,joccurred over Sioux City, Ia. ing “120 miles an hour and thel, 
8| He described cobras Plane! other cratt was going faster|« 
i peters He Bo, with Aad iba that in the opposite direc- ; 
slender luselage, long straight “T had dust turned m: 
vy head|3 
ryt farther forward than! +o watering him go past our't 
1a Be 4 wing when there he was again,|t 
1 No Exhaust Glow, flying right beside us about 20|t 
»| “There were no engine mount-|feet to our left, going in the 


Ijings on the wings and I saw no same direction we were," hel, 
slexhaust .glow,"’ Vinther said. 'said. . 1 
‘\"The wings were straight, not| Vinther said that's what mys- 
7\swept back like on the 3-47 and jtitied him because you just can't)" 
sjother jet bombers, and there!turn an airplane around that 
fast at that speed. 


3) were no jet pods visible.” 
\ Vinther said the craft was| The strange plane flew along- 
ide about four seconds then 


-\seen by his co-pilot, James F.|si 
2\Bachmetler, 2908 Pa rk wood eased off below the DC-3 and we 
iboulevard, Kansas City, Kansas, lost him, the pilot said. 

and one of the eleven passengers) Vinther’s flight Stayed over- 
3|aboard. |night at Omaha. He said he 
{| “As T was getting tower clear-ichecked the air base at Offutt > 
d\arice” to take olf-trom the Sioux fleld there and learned there 
* City teld at 3:26 o'’clock,”’ Vin-} were no alr force jet- pianes! 
‘| said, “the tower asked us'acheduled in that area.’ 
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UNITED STATES ; i 
SPAN: 230° 2 5 ; inf : 
LENGTH: 162’ 6” A 
ENGINES: 6P-W R4360°S-4GE J-47°S 
SPEED: OVER 435 M?H 
RANGE: 4,000 MILES COMB, RAD. 
UNITED STATES 


SPAN: 230’ 
LENGTH: 182' 6” 
ENGINES: 6P-W R-4360'S 


SPEED. {APPROX) 300 MPH 


RANGE 8,900 mies 
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UNCONVENTIONAL AIN CRAST NEPORTED SY CONTROL TONER, SIOUX CITY 


“YSECTPAL AIR PRT, TOYA, AT 202 0 HOURS CST 20 JANUARN 195%. 
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SIILAR TO LANDING Lu a” “AS VISISLE. FOR A SuONT r 
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CSAF ITEM 8 /RESeetereD/ 


FRON OIN-vV/TC ATTN J L ROGERS 


ITEM 2, TL 935 25 JAN 51, HAS BEEN 


DOWNGRADED TO RESTRICTED. 


FUTURE 
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CLASSIFICATION WILL ADHERE MORE CLOSELY TO. 


AT REGULATIONS. 
ON THIS INCIDENT. 


REQUEST EVALUATION BE FORWARDED 
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' “DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE a, “a 
STAFF MESSAGE DIVISION a 


INCOMING CLEAR MESSAGE 


FROM: MATS, NATIONAL AIRPORT, WASHINGTCH D.C.° 
TO + GAPT McIVER, HQ USAF, WASHINGTON D.C. 


etnineeen, 
NR = 220200 } 21 Janvary 1951 : 

The following message was called by telephone from MATS at 
Washington National Airport at 0200, 21 Jan 51 to Capt Mciver, 
Command Post Duty Officer. MATS raceived the info via message 
from Plight Service addressed to Sec Def: 


"Nearest Military area district command Offutt. Cirvis vicinity 
of Stouz City Municipai Airport between estimated altitude 2000 to 
9000 distance of 2 to" FJ iniles estimated 290-285 degrees from control 
tower 1 unidentified fiying object obvserving aircraft mid Continental 
Airlines Flight #9.. Departed Sioux City 2031 control altitudes of 
object 2 to 9000 variable. Time spent in vicinity approximately 14 
minutes. Pilot and Co Pilot of midcontinental flight 9 and 2 
passengers from USAP OST. Wosather raport clear visability 15 miles 
pemperature 7 daw point - 4 wind NW at 11 altimeter 053, 2030 SUX 
weather report 1 unidentified flying object time of first sighting 
2102202" Classification: "Unclassified". 


ACTION: OIN 
INFO : SEC DEF, CPR 
AP IN: 160412 (21 gan 51) DTG: 210200 IDM/1ws 
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